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What Presbyterian Believe - Jesus’ mother reflects God’s love 
by Cynthia L. Rigby | Presbyterians Today  

If anyone has the right to think she had an extra-special connection to Jesus, it’s Mary. 
After all, she carried him in her body, birthed him in the stable and nourished him 
with her breast milk. As he grew up and engaged his ministry, she scolded him when 
he disappeared, commanded him at Cana, stayed with him when he hung on the cross 
and rejoiced in him when he rose again. 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and daughter of Presbyterian 
minister Lyman Beecher, argues that Mary nurtured Jesus not only by way of her 
body, presence and emotional support, but also by her teaching. Jesus would not have 
been the same person if Mary had not been his mother, Stowe insists. She taught him 
frugality, Beecher says, referencing Jesus’ teachings about money. She must have 
taught him how to make bread, argues Beecher — how else would he have come up 
with all those yeast analogies in his parables? 
As I’ve pondered Mary’s motherhood, I’ve come to recognize Mary as more than a supporting player in the annual Christmas 
nativity scene. She is also a person of faith all of us — women and men alike — would do well to emulate. Mary responded 
wholeheartedly to God’s call, as we should, saying, “Let it be unto me as you have said.” Because Mary submitted willingly to 
God’s claim on her life, she became nothing less than an essential participant in God’s work of salvation, even as God invites 
each of us to be. 
But here’s a confession: I have become a bit too defensive of Mary. When people worry about Mary being too passive, I 
override them, quoting from the song of praise she sings in Luke 1 known as the Magnificat in defense of her creativity, agency 
and prophetic gifts. When people interpret Mary’s “pondering” as hormonally induced maternal sentimentality, I insist that 
Mary was a theologian trying to make sense of what was happening all around her in light of God’s promises. 
So, when my friend Glen Bell suggested Jesus challenges Mary to think more expansively about who she is as a “mother,” I 
pushed back. “Behold your son,” Jesus says to Mary in John 19, as he is dying on the cross, directing her to John. And he says 
to John, “Behold your mother.” While I interpreted that passage as Jesus, a caring son, wanting to make sure his mother is 
provided for after his death, Glen read it as Jesus issuing one final charge. Glen argues that Jesus is challenging Mary, 
alongside John, to think more broadly than she has to this point about family, about relationships, about community. Mary’s 
and John’s lives as disciples are not to be oriented only around him, but also around one another. If Glen is right, I imagine 
Jesus’s instruction required some heavy spiritual lifting on Mary’s part. On top of having to deal with her son and Savior’s 
death, she is now called to think even more broadly about her identity as a mother. God, through Gabriel, charged her to 
mother Jesus. Jesus, her son, is charging her to be the mother to John and the other disciples even as she has mothered him; to 
be cared for by them even as she has been cared for by him. She who has been blessed to be the Mother of God is to continue 
being blessed as an ordinary member of the early Christian community, the family of Jesus himself in which all who do the 
will of God are his brothers and sisters and mothers (Mark 3). 

There is no question in my mind that Mary rises to the challenge Jesus extends. 
We see her, on Pentecost, fellowshipping with the other disciples in the Upper 
Room (Acts 1). I imagine her “mothering” them, telling them stories of Jesus’s 
childhood, encouraging and mentoring them in the faith. 
In these days of communal brokenness in our churches, nation and world I 
wonder: How can we, with this sister in Christ, rise to the challenge Jesus 
extends? 
May God give us the grace to expand beyond our “inner circles” of friends and 
family, adopting and being adopted by new brothers, sisters, mothers and fathers 
with whom we can share abundant life. 

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Rigby is the W.C. Brown Professor of Theology at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  
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December Stewardship update - Thank you! 

We all have plenty to be thankful for:  Family, Friends, Neighbors, Employment and our 
Church Community. Craig spelled this all out very nicely in last month’s Newsletter. 
Thanks to so many of you our reach extends far beyond Genesee Street.  

However, in order to sustain all of this good work, we need to maintain a healthy year 
round Stewardship program. As you are aware our goal for 2018 is to increase our pledge 
amount by 5% and have at least 100 formal pledges. In the Sims Room is a pledge table 
that has pledge information and pledge cards. Please stop by. 

To date we have 40 pledges for $ 89,942.00, many for an increase. A good start, but a long 
way to go to reach our goal of $305,000. It is critical that as we start our budget process 
that we maintain the momentum from this past year. We are confident with your strong 
support we will be able to sustain our Mission, Music, Education and Community outreach 
programs and initiatives. Please prayerfully consider your pledge, donation or one time gift 
for 2018. 

And one more very critical footnote: We still have to complete this year. Our year to date pledging has fallen behind when 
compared to the past several years. We gratefully appreciate you fulfilling your 2017 pledge amount to the best of your ability. If 
you have not paid your per capita of $37.75 please do this as well. At the end of the year we always have dig a bit deeper to 
complete this obligation. 

Our Sincere Thanks | The Stewardship Committee

Manor News - November 2017 
Our piano was recently tuned and we invite piano players in the congregation to stop by 
and share their talent with our appreciative residents. 

Halloween brought the Trick or Treaters to the Manor.  The photos taken by resident 
Duane Dann show that everyone had a good time! 

Byron Lee entertained again this month.  Blair Frodelius, a guitarist and singer, 
presented a Country and Western program.  We are so pleased that we are able to offer 
these special programs to our residents. 

Servers for the month of November were:  Don and Donna Volz (board member), Bob 
Cook and Jan Shadle, Ann Fey, Ray Crofoot and Deb McLear (board member) 

Prepping	for	Advent		

Please	join	us	on	Saturday,	December	2nd	at	5:30,	to	ready	
the	sanctuary	for	the	Advent	season	and	to	put	the	tree	up	
in	the	Sims	room.	Children	are	invited	to	work	on	creating	
decorations	 for	 that	 tree	 in	 Dobson	 Hall	 until	 we	 all	
gather	 to	 share	a	 turkey	dinner.	The	church	will	provide	
the	 turkey;	 families	 are	 to	 bring	 dishes	 to	 pass	 (side	
dishes	 or	 desserts).	 After	 dinner,	 we’ll	 Kinish	 making	
Christmas	decorations	and	decorate	 the	 tree	 in	 the	Sims	
room.	If	you	haven’t	signed	up	to	come	and	bring	a	dish,	
call	the	church	ofKice	to	be	put	on	the	list.	Anyone	can	also	
pick	 up	 an	 Advent	wreath	 to	 use	with	 his	 or	 her	 family	
that	evening	as	well.	
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Middle and High School Sunday School 

Beginning on Sunday, December 3rd, 6 – 12th graders are invited to 
join Miss Ginny and the Marshalls in Dobson Hall for some hot 
breakfast and a lesson.  We’ll meet on the first, third and fourth 
Sundays of Advent (second Sunday is the pageant). Following the 
Christmas season, lessons will be continued in their Sunday School 
classroom. Adults who are willing to help teach or help share their 
experiences, please contact Ginny Fennessy, fenthing@aol.com and 
we’ll create a teaching schedule. 

Celebrating God’s Indescribable Gift - PCUSA Special Joy Offering  

Thanks be to God for this indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians 9:15 

Every year during this time, we turn our eyes toward Bethlehem and anticipate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. Through him we receive the indescribable gift of God’s grace. 
This year, we take time during the Advent and Christmas season to consider the 
gratitude we feel. It’s out of this gratitude that we turn to support church leaders who 
dedicate their lives in service to Christ and the church. It’s out of youthful wonder 
that students at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges look forward to 
a life of faith, worship, and Christian leadership. 
With Christ at the center this holiday season, we can follow in his example of servant 
leadership by serving our brothers and sisters in faith. Through the Christmas Joy 
Offering, we are able to support those in our community and give them the gift of 
hope. Funds from the Christmas Joy Offering help the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions provide critical financial assistance to eligible workers in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and their families, and to qualifying retired church 
workers and their families. 
The Christmas Joy Offering also supports the education and development of our 
future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. These schools are dedicated to creating opportunities 
and environments for racial ethnic students built on a foundation of Christian values. The Offering benefits Menaul School and 
Presbyterian Pan American School, two secondary schools that ready students for a path of higher learning, as well as Stillman 
College, where graduates are prepared for lives of leadership and service. 

Did you Know?  The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930's. 

By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, we can share in the hope of Christ and celebrate his leadership by providing support to 
our church workers, racial ethnic young people, and their families.  

Please give generously: 
● Through your congregation, with cash on the special envelop or by check with memo (Special Offering)  
● Text JOY to 20222 to give $10 
● presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy  

To learn more about the Christmas Joy Offering, please visit: 
● Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions: www.pensions.org, click on Plans & Programs 
● Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges: www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/resc/  
               From this page, you can also link to the institutions supported. 

mailto:fenthing@aol.com
http://www.pensions.org
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/resc/
mailto:fenthing@aol.com
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http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/resc/
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From your Pastor  
“Peace. Be still. Be not afraid.” The ancient message of Angels to Shepherds is still the most important message we hear. The 
most frequent words of Jesus: “Peace!” Routinely we are learning of wars and terrorist attacks; nightly, we hear accusations 
against this trusted official and that personality, for sexual abuses. Since the 1960s the “church” has been victimized by leaders 
with too much power, and unchecked authority, who have taken advantage to betray that trust. While there are great orators and 
evangelists, missionaries and teachers, my personal sense of “calling” has been to try to develop accountability, to rebuild trust, 
to resurrect the community of faith after there has been trauma. 
What concerns me are two things. First, that individuals, whomever they are, not only have been grossly inappropriate, violating 
all boundaries of decency and relationship, but also their victimization of vulnerable people who trusted them. This is 
inexcusable.  As a society we have been inundated with messages about satisfying our own desires, taking all we want, being 
able to be titillated without concern for others. But we are not alone in life, we cannot pull the covers over our heads imagining 
everything will resolve itself for us. Redemption is not about the guilt of having gotten caught, but the rebuilding of a life able to 
be and worthy to be trusted ever again even after we have sinned. What we are experiencing, finally, is a moment of social 
adjustment, as our culture cries out that what had for too long been accepted can no longer be condoned.  
Second, while there is sensationalism in public figures being attacked and admitting their our human weakness, lecherous 
behavior and stupidity, we need to consider how we want to live. Do we fear and accuse everyone, carrying weapons? Do we 
carry on believing these few perpetrators were the only ones? What kind of culture do we want to be? I recall Advent 2001 
describing that Christmas would be different post 9/11. Our lives need to be different now. Holding one another accountable to 
decent behavior, but also resolving our fears, to trust and love and live with hope. Peace!      
              
Christmas Eve Schedule  
December 24th happens to fall on a Sunday this year. So we will have our regular Sunday morning worship services at 9:30am.  
At 7pm we will gather in Pajamas and Flannel Nightgowns for our Family Christmas Eve Service. 
At 11pm we host one of the most beautiful and traditional of Christmas Eve celebrations, as we gather for worship and 
Communion, ending at Midnight the Incarnation of the Christ. 
At both 7pm and 11pm we will sing “Silent Night” passing the light of Christ.  
Please bring your neighbors and family to these celebrations. 

Thank you 
Too often in the season from Halloween through New Years, we give thanks for all our possessions, for our health, for our 
happiness, and we fail to recognize and give thanks for every one who make these circumstance happen. “Thank you” to each 
who have taught classes and attended, to those who planned and set up for others, who brought cookies, and read Scripture, who 
rehearsed as choirs, who counted offerings and made deposits, kept the records, to those who have swept the floors and changed 
the light bulbs, who have worked to make our lives more wonderful. Thank you.  

December 10th - Congregational Meeting for Election of Officers 
Immediately following Worship Sunday morning, December 10th, in the Sanctuary will be our regular Congregational Meeting 
for the electing of our church leadership for the coming era. The Nominating Committee have worked hard and brought a full 
slate for our election.  

ELDERS ON SESSION 
Retiring 2017  2018   2019              Nominated for 2020                 ELDER ALTERNATES 
David Badami  MaryMargaret Biss Beth Atkinson             David Churchill                       Kay Kraatz  
Ginny Fennessy               Cindy Dempsey Skip Gassler  Maureen Soderberg                Ashleigh Kate Ibañez 
Jill Marshall  David Graham              Donna Volz  Doug Wood 
Doug Rutan  Doug Hamlin  Michele Wheatly Ron Beavers 
Mia Grasso (Youth)                               Will Frank (youth) 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
Retiring 2017  2018   2019   Nominated for 2020             DEACON ALTERNATES 
Lisa Lincoln  Lee Bennett  Judy Bobbett  Chris Pardee                           Julie Hartnett 
Sandy Holbrook Allyssa Rottger               Ann Fey  Marianne Sherman                 Beth O’Sullivan 
Carol Ackles  Brenda Davidson* Judy Gelston  Jay Clark                                 Sandy Holdbrook 
Beth O’Sullivan              Diane Fellerman Andrew Pease               Seth Lincoln 
Adam Cross  Dave Rottger  Bill Burdick  Alec Oseiki 
Chris Pardee  Heidi Cross  Kay Barton  Frank Johnson 
Adrianna Marshall       Michael Hartnett 

2017 NOMINATING COMMITTEE S. Frackenpohl, J. Grasso, S. Nichols, Elders: M. Wheatly and B. Atkinson 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE Nominated for 2018  Deb McLear, Joyce Campbell, Peggy Bennett, 2 Elders on Session 
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Presbyterian Women of the Church  

Please mark your calendars to “Save the Date” for our annual Brown 
Bag Lunch.  As has been our tradition in January, we invite the area 
churches to join us for an informative program presented by a not-for-
profit organization. 

This year we will meet on Wednesday, January 10, 2018, at 12 o’clock 
in Dobson Fellowship Hall.  Our guest speakers will present the 
Samaritan Center’s mission in Syracuse.  This organization has 
existed for 36 years through support and kindness of the community.  
We look forward to hearing how we might support this mission. 

Please bring a sandwich and a friend….soup, cookies, tea and coffee 
will be provided. Reservations can be made through Peggy Surdam in 
our Church Office. Questions?  Judy Krieger  315-685-5621 

Start your Holidays Merrily! 
 

Skaneateles Music Guild   
Holiday Luncheon!  

Wednesday, December 6th, 11am at The Lodge 
 

There’s still time! To reserve your spot (or a table) go to 

Skaneatelesmusicguild.org 
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Advent Family Study - Dec 5th, 12th & 19th  

We will meet at the church at 6:30pm  

The study guide is FREE and we will provide fruit, dessert and 
refreshments. Please RSVP to revbolivar@skanpresby.org to 
reserve your copy of the study guide.  

This Devotional Guide includes six meaningful devotions 
with reflections and questions for both children and adults.  
Our plan is to lead three at the church with you and invite you do 
three at home on your own.   

The short reflections and questions for both kids and adults will 
prepare you for Advent and the Christmas season. Additionally, 
the sixth devotion will guide you into Epiphany and help you 
reflect on your hopes and dreams for the coming year. 

Each of the devotions includes the following: 
 •  Suggested scripture to read 
 •  A reflection that is geared toward youth and adults 
 •  A shorter reflection on the scripture for children 
 •  Questions for children 
     •   A "Going Deeper" section with questions for all ages 

mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
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* If your birthday or Anniversary is in December and you do not see your name, email revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

To see our Church Calendar, please visit!  
www.skanpresby.org/calendar

December Anniversaries!  
Bev and Steve White 12/13 
Jan and Ralph Jurgensen  12/17 
Margie and John Sutton  12/18 
Judy and Don Krieger 12/20 
Kristin and Joe Bernazzani 12/21 
Cindy and Greg Hinman  12/22 
Marna and Skip Plank 12/31 
Dolores and John May  
Penny and Bill Allyn  
Carol and Skip Gassler 

December Birthday! 
Victoria Fennessy 12/10 
Alex Davidson 12/14 
Dave Graham 12/17 
Bill	Allyn	12/21	
Skip	Plank	12/25		
Don Voltz 

BOOK SALE

http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar
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